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ON THE COVER | Yellowstone student 
Riley, 2nd grade, at Yellowstone’s field day. 

Founded in 2001 and rooted in the Christian 
faith, Yellowstone Schools collectively 
educates 600 children in Pre-K through 
10th grade and will grow a grade each year 
to serve 12th grade by 2026. Yellowstone 
partners with students and families—
regardless of financial means—to provide 
a life-changing education, develop a 
strong moral foundation, and prepare 
scholars for life beyond high school. The 
Pre-K12 campus is located in the Third 
Ward, one of Houston’s oldest historically 
Black neighborhoods.

Most students served live in communities 
without access to strong educational 
opportunities. With an average class 
size of 17, our students experience a rich 
academic and co-curricular model while 
receiving bus transportation, two meals a 
day, and access to a comprehensive student 
support program.

Dear Yellowstone Schools Family,

As the school year begins, we are 
delighted to present this special 
summer magazine to reflect on the 
past school year and look ahead to all 
of the many wonders God will reveal 
to us this year. 

On pages 7-8, you’ll find a timeline 
of the many events, successes, and 
highlights from the 2023-24 school 
year. Reviewing this timeline, I am 
reminded of God’s faithfulness and 
provision, especially the generosity of 
supporters like you. I remember how 
you secured two new buses for our 
students and how you completed 
our capital project, which allowed 
us to continue expanding our high 
school program. 

This community thrives thanks to 
the dedication of our volunteers and 

donors like you. On page 4, you 
can read about Chris Bailey, 
whose deep connection to 
Yellowstone inspired him to 
start an afterschool program 
that positively impacted 
students for years.

On pages 5-6, you can read 
about three extraordinary 
graduates with big dreams 
for the future—dreams you 

helped bring to life. On page 12, 
discover how our students explore 
various career opportunities at a 
STEM field trip, taking steps to lead 
choice-filled lives. Finally, prepare 
to be inspired by these particular 
volunteers’ passion, ingenuity, and 
enthusiasm on page 11, see how the 
first day of school went on page 13, 
and check out pages 9-10 for a special 
surprise just for you.

This year has been filled with 
celebrations, and we are profoundly 
grateful for your role in the 
Yellowstone community.

Warm regards,

On April 4, hundreds of guests gathered at McGovern’s 
Centennial Gardens for our annual Party in the Park. 
Delicious food from Pappas Restaurant and the country 
melodies of Thomas Csorba filled the evening. Together, 
you helped raise more than $780,000!

Thank you to co-chairs Lauren & Jack Burgher, Suzy & 
Paul Thompson, and our generous donors for making this 
event a resounding success.

Mark your calendars for the 2025 event on April 10th! More 
details to follow.

PARTY IN THE PARK

James Mosley, EdD 
Superintendent

Photos by Chris Bailey Photography
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Interested in making an impact? Volunteer with Yellowstone Schools and be part of a 

community dedicated to giving students opportunities to grow and succeed!

Email volunteer@yellowstoneschools.org for more information.

CHRIS’ JOURNEY: PASSION, 
PHOTOGRAPHY, AND BUILDING 
CONNECTIONS AT YELLOWSTONE SCHOOLS

Volunteer Chris Bailey 
began helping out at 
Yellowstone Schools in his 
junior year of high school. 
From the beginning, Chris 
felt at home and continued 
volunteering even after the 
program ended. While 
studying fine art at the 
University of Texas, 
Chris wanted to inspire 
a love for photography 
in younger students, so 
he naturally thought of 
Yellowstone Schools 
and had the idea to 
start an afterschool 
photography program 
with students there. 

“I was passionate 
about photography 
and just kind of threw this 
idea out there,” Chris recalls. 
The idea took off, and the 
afterschool program began. 

Despite the three-hour 
drive from Austin, Chris led 
the program every week 
and continued for years. He 
graduated college, grew 
a photography business 

in Houston, and loved 
connecting with students. 

Eventually, however, his 
growing business demanded 
more from him, and he had 
to step down from leading 

the program. To some, that 
would be it. But not for Chris. 

Every year, Chris invites 
Yellowstone alumni who 
graduate high school to his 
studio to shoot their senior 
portraits—for free. They 
come to his studio, share their 
stories, and reconnect. Chris 
describes, “I’ve built a career 

around photography, and I 
love sharing that with others.”
Over the years, Chris has 
built positive relationships 
with several students who 
participated in his program, 
and he still keeps up with 

them. He has even been 
able to provide jobs and 
other opportunities for 
students interested in 
photography or running 
a small business. “I can’t 
think of a better way to 
spend your time than 
to engage with young 
people in education and 
help connect them to 
opportunities,” Chris says. 

Years ago, Chris fell in 
love with the school’s 

culture and describes how 
passionate the teachers and 
staff are. “It’s such a great 
community. I ’ve always 
believed in the mission, but 
seeing who the students are 
growing up to be really speaks 
a lot about the school and its 
community.” Chris hopes to 
volunteer with Yellowstone 
for many years to come.

Chris Bailey poses with students from his afterschool 
photography program at Yellowstone.



Foundation/grant donors as of  July 1, 2024. If you feel your 

name should be on this list, please contact us.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
FOUNDATION & GRANT 
DONORS!

Giovanni Nearing: Voice of a Generation 
 
“We are now adults in a large and 
confusing world. We’ve been told we are 
the future, and it’s our job to make it a 
better place. I know this is not only true 
but also very possible,” said Giovanni as he 
spoke to his peers during his high school 
graduation ceremony.  
 
Giovanni is a Yellowstone Schools alum, and 
his journey reflects his hard work and the 
support he received from his family and the 
Yellowstone community over the years.
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Keith and Amelia Wilson: Future Leaders 
 
Our alumni consistently reach for the stars; Keith 
and Amelia Wilson are no exception. When she 
was only four years old, Amelia declared she 
would be the first in her family to attend college. 
Now, she’s a high school junior with a solid plan.  
Amelia is joining the National Guard, which will 
pay for her college education in exchange for her 
service during the summers. 

Her older brother Keith, a fellow Yellowstone 
alum, just graduated high school and will attend 
North American University on a full scholarship 
for track and field. Despite Keith’s head start, 
Amelia is still determined to be the first in their 
family to earn a college degree. 

Adriana Brown: 
Taking on the World 
 
Adriana graduated with honors from 
the University of San Francisco at 
just 20 years old. Her journey wasn’t 
always easy, but she had a robust 
support system thanks to her time 
at Yellowstone. In second grade, we 
connected Adriana with mentors 
from Quantum Energy, who she 
affectionately calls “her girls.” They 
have tremendously supported 
her through her high school and 
college years. 

The team at Quantum surprised 
everyone with a gift that allowed 
Adriana’s parents and siblings to 
attend her special day. One of her 
mentors also came to support her. 

With her diploma in hand, Adriana 
is headed to Madrid, Spain, where 
she will teach conversational English 
for two years. When she returns, she 
plans to pursue an accounting career 
at Quantum. Her “girls” promised to 
put in a good word for her.

One of Adriana’s mentors, 
Maryann, attends her college 
graduation.

Adriana takes a picture of her  
three mentors—Cindy, Donna, and 

Maryann—at a recent lunch. She 
affectionately calls them “my girls.”

Congratulations,
YELLOWSTONE  

ALUMNI
Albert and Ethel Herzstein 	  
           Charitable Foundation
Albert and Margaret  
           Alkek Foundation
The Brown Foundation
The C. T. Bauer Foundation
CFP Foundation
Christ the King Presbyterian Church
The Cockrell Foundation
Comerica Charitable Foundation
The Crain Foundation
Deacons of Deadwood
The Ellwood Foundation
Elva J. Johnston Foundation
George and Mary Josephine  
           Hamman Foundation
Houston Endowment Inc.
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
Houston Pi Beta Phi Foundation
Jack H. and William M. Light  
           Charitable Trust
Kiwanis Foundation of Houston
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
The Meyer Foundation
Ruth and Ted Bauer  
           Family Foundation
Sarofim Foundation
Second Baptist Church
St. John the Divine Episcopal Church
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
St. Philip Presbyterian  
           Church of Houston
The Stewart Foundation
Strake Foundation
The Tapeats Fund
The D. Truitt and Lorna  
           Davis Foundation
The Vaughn Foundation
Vivian L. Smith Foundation
The W.T. & Louise J. Moran Foundation
The Windham Foundation
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CStudents began using 
the new buses you 
donated to provide!

The newly reinstated PTO 
fundraised over $1,400 to 
help educators.

Wood, an engineering 
company, sponsored 
40 high schoolers to 
attend the Chevron 
Championship and 
explore the STEM Zone.

Teacher Appreciation Week

Lower school’s Cheer 
Squad takes second 
place in their cheer 
competition.

Upper School Field Day

The girls basketball team won 
second in the state competition. 

Black 
History 
Program

Students learned about 
astronomy while witnessing a 
rare total solar eclipse.

Yellowstone won the 
Houston Business 
Journal’s Landmark Award, 
recognizing outstanding 
real estate projects! 

Character Parade

The 
Christmas 
Program

Fall Festival

2023-2024
Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

A
U

G Students 
began their 
first day of 
school.

Yellowstone’s version 
of student council, the 
Lion’s Council, was 
established in upper 
and lower schools.

The Board hosted a 
cocktail reception 
celebrating the 
new facilities.

Ten-week 
Fatherhood 
program 
began at 
Yellowstone.

100 
days of 
school

The lower school visited 
the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo.

Around 360 guests 
attended Party in the 
Park, Yellowstone’s 7th 
annual fundraiser.
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Upper School Talent Show

M
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Lower School Field Day

Runners Kna’ledge (8th 
grade) and Vicki (9th 
grade) competed at the 
state championships.



In peace I will lie 
down and sleep, 
for you alone, 
Lord, make me 
dwell in safety. 

—  Psalm 4:8 (NIV)

IN MEMORY

Your gift enables Yellowstone 
to inspire, empower, and 
invest in students. Please take 
comfort in knowing that your 
loved one’s memory will be 
celebrated by bringing children 
the joy of learning so that they 
may be empowered to have a 
better tomorrow.

We remember the following 
persons who were memorialized 
by a gift to Yellowstone between 
July 1, 2023 and August 15, 2024. 
May their legacy take root in the 
lives and futures of our students.  

Carolyn and Henry Broesche
Nancy R. Chickering
Daniel R. Fisher
Dalis Furseth
Ann Hamman
Nala I. Johnson
Demetrius Kennedy
Beverly C. Leggett
Genny McIntyre
Brian O’Brien
Elmo Patrick
Jeffrey S. Phelps
Austen M. Reade
Meredith C. Seide
Mr. Walker
Mary E. Winn
Ronald B. Wright
Ronald B. Wright

IN HONOR

The following persons 
were honored by a gift to 
Yellowstone Schools between 
July 1, 2023 and  
August 15, 2024. 

Karri Adams
Allegro Young Women
Emma S. Anselmi
Douglas Y. Bech
Lauren and Jack Burgher
Janet and Brad Childers
Sandie and Ken Cowan
Anne and Les Csorba
Kimberly and David Dominy
Lesha and Thomas Elsenbrook
Johnathan Gooden
Kimberly Hansen
Cayden Johnson
Caylee Johnson
Jean Lancaster
Kristi and David Lumpkins
Devin and Ryan McCord
Maricela Ramos
Louisa Sarofim
Ann M. Smith
Soraya Stude
Amy M. Tanner
Suzy and Paul Thompson
Sally Thompson
Trey Thompson
Stephanie and Frank Tsuru
Valerie and T.R. Williams
Darren C. Wolfman

Making a gift in honor or memory 
of someone is a thoughtful way 
to celebrate a special person or 
occasion while contributing to our 
mission to inspire, empower, and 
invest in students. If you would like 
to make an honorarium or memorial 
gift to someone special in your life, 
please contact our advancement 
office at advancement@
yellowstoneschools.org,  
call  us at 713.741.8000, or visit 
www.yellowstoneschools.org/give.
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Greta Peacock, a passionate upper 
school educator, says field trips are 
more than just fun: “They empower 
students to take ownership of their 
learning, cement their education, 
and expose them to various 
experiences and career fields.” This 
allows students to lead lives with 
many choices and opportunities. 

Last April, the engineering and 
consulting company “Wood” 
sponsored 40 high schoolers 

to experience the STEM zone 
at the Chevron Championship, 
a professional women’s golf 
tournament and an event on the 
LPGA Tour. One student said, “The 
people were really nice, and I even 
learned how to golf!” 

“Field trips like these often spark 
interest in specific careers,” says 
Peacock. “They open students’ 
imaginations to all the wonderful 
possibilities they could become.”  

Visited the  
behind-the-scenes  

media station and learned about 
journalism and digital media

Designed 
high-performance shoes

Explored heat 
patterns with 
thermal imaging

Parent Teacher Organizations 
(PTOs) are crucial to a school’s 
environment. They foster a 
stronger, more connected 
community and relieve our 
educators  of  s igni f icant 
pressure and stress.

Yellowstone’s first PTO began in 
2012 and supported educators 
until 2018. However, a group of 
enthusiastic caregivers revived 
the PTO last November, and the 
results so far are remarkable.

They raised over $1,400 from a 
Valentine’s Day fundraiser they 
hosted last February, allowing 
educators to buy the books 
necessary for Read Across 
America Week. The funds also 
supported Yellowstone’s annual 
Easter egg hunt and a fajita lunch 
for Teacher Appreciation Week.

PTO 
MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE

INSPIRING STEM FIELD TRIP

Learned the mechanics  
behind perfect golf swings

Played a game  
measuring the effects of  

hydration levels with reaction times

Thanks to the clothing drive the 
PTO  hosted this past spring, 
our community closet is also 
stocked with uniform bottoms 
for next year, ensuring we have 
plenty of spares ready when 
accidents happen or families 
cannot provide their own. We 
are beyond grateful for the 
passion and enthusiasm the 
PTO brings to the Yellowstone 
community and cannot wait to 
see what they do next!

Check out the pictures on this page to see all the students did!
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The f irst day of school at 
Yellowstone Schools was filled 
with excitement, hugs, and smiles 
as over 600 students poured 
into the hallways on August 14, 
eager to meet their educators 
and find their classes. This year 
was particularly special—for the 
first time in Yellowstone history, 
10th graders stepped through our 
doors. Yellowstone is now only two 
grades away from fulfilling our 
promise to support students all the 
way through 12th grade!

With the launch of our new College 
and Career Readiness Program, 
our high schoolers will be more 
prepared than ever to chart their 
futures. They’ll embark on college 
visits, attend career seminars, 
receive personalized guidance 
from our career counselor, and 
more. This program is designed 
not just to help our students excel 
academically but also to equip 
them with the skills, confidence, 
and guidance they need to succeed 
beyond the graduation stage.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
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Will you be part 
of their story?

Your belief in students’ potential 
can make a world of difference.

Give by scanning the QR code above,  using the magazine inser t , 
or by v isit ing:  w w w.yellowstoneschools .org/give

TO GIVE

SCAN HERE

This kindergartner 

   drew a picture 

      of herself with

YOU!
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YELLOWSTONE’S CLASS OF 2020 WHO GRADUATED HIGH SCHOOL IN 2024:

CELEBRATING ALUMNI SUCCESS

Rah’mya Benjamin 
Chad Bristo 
Deron Britton 
Joshua Brown 
Kevin Castro 
Jonah Davis 
Ja’Nae Dixon 

McKayla Douglas 
Ashanique Glass 
Robert Harris 
Shyanne Hartfield 
Damonika Hawkins 
Torian Johnson 
Patriona Langley 

Ty’Rick Lewis 
Tre’Vont Lloyd 
Brianna Mack 
Surora McPherson 
Demario Mitchell 
Giovanni Nearing 
Kaiden Pennamon 

Mykala Powell 
Moah Pruitt 
Wendesia Ray 
Anthony Reece 
Kya Smith 
Jada Starks 
Keshawn Vaughn 

Brandon Williams 
Paige Williams 
Keith Wilson

Autumn Bruines received 
her cosmetology license 
while continuing to pursue 
her bachelor’s degree 
at Houston Community 
College.  She is as 
determined as ever that 
law school is in her future! 

Christian Barrett completed five years 
of service in the Navy and has accepted 
a basketball scholarship from Norfolk 
State University (NSU).  Throughout 
last school year, Christian exchanged 
letters, face-timed, and came to visit 
Yellowstone’s third graders. They had 
the honor of being the first to learn that 
Christian is now an NSU Spartan.

Congratulations to Javon 
Palmer and Ja’Kale 
Palmer, now certified 
structural welders!

Diamin Momon graduated 
from the College of Health 
Professions with a Medical 
Assistant Certification. She 
works in a chiropractor’s 
office while pursuing 
her bachelor’s degree at 
Lone Star College.

3000 Trulley St  |  Houston, TX  |  77004

713.741.8000  |  yellowstoneschools.org


