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Remember Caleb? He was featured in our 
spring 2024 newsletter for his acceptance into 
an engineering program, which connected 
him with a mentor in the science and 
technology field.

Well, he’s back at it again. 

He recently applied for the Easterday Poetry 
Award Scholarship, a poetry contest for high 
schoolers who write a poem of 20 lines or less. 
Submissions are judged on creativity, originality, 
imagery, artistic quality, and mastery of poetic 
expression. If selected, they are published in the 
next American High School Poets anthology. 

Caleb submitted his poem “Music” about how 
music is an impactful and integral part of the 
human experience, and… his poem was selected 
as a topical winner! This is even more impressive, 
given that less than 2% of submissions 
earn a spot in this prestigious anthology. 
Way to go, Caleb! 

Scan the QR code at the bottom right of the 
picture to read his poem.

This Student is a Published Poet!

Tenth-grader Caleb holds the book where his poem is published. 
Scan the QR code above to read his poem.



James Mosley
Superintendent

Dear Yellowstone supporter,

As a parent, I think a lot about the opportunities I 
want my kids to have. Like you, I want them to dream 
big and succeed. Thanks to you, I see those same 
dreams coming true for our students at Yellowstone.

Before we launched our high school, 287 students 
graduated from Yellowstone’s 8th grade. 186 are out 
of high school, and 6/10 have earned or are on track 
to earn a post-secondary certification or degree, 
compared to 1/10 in the zip codes we serve. See below 
to find out where those students are!

As we grow our high school program, I’m excited to 
see what our next generation of alumni will achieve. 
If our 8th-grade graduates have accomplished so 
much, imagine what our high school graduates will 
be able to do! It’s truly inspiring, and I can’t wait to 
watch it unfold.

These successes directly result from your generosity—
thank you for believing in our students and 
helping them thrive!
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TO DATE, 
YELLOWSTONE ALUMNI HAVE EARNED:

TOUR OUR CAMPUS WITH ME!
Scan the QR code to sign up

83 ALUMNI ARE CURRENTLY ATTENDING 31 COLLEGES. 
17 ARE LIVING ON CAMPUS, RECEIVING A 

TRANSFORMATIONAL COLLEGE EDUCATION.



Creating Leaders—Thanks to YOU!

A Manger Fit for a King

3

At Yellowstone, every act of kindness 
reflects the generosity of our 
community. This year, our facilities 
engineer, Javier Montoya, embodied 
that spirit during preparations for the 
annual Christmas program. 
 
When the program needed a manger, 
Javier and his kids spent a weekend 
building one by hand, donating their 
time and materials. “I just wanted to 
help make the program special for the 
kids and their families,” Javier shared. 
“That’s what Christmas is all about.” 
 
Javier’s thoughtful gesture is a powerful 
reminder of how your support helps 
create meaningful experiences for our 
students and families.

Junior* was worried. His brother had a minor disagreement with another student, and Junior 
feared it would escalate to a potential confrontation during lunch. 
 
When he got to school, he went directly to Principal Williams and told her what he knew.  
 
Principal Williams reassured him that she would resolve the situation through a restorative 
conference—a conversation between two students mediated by a trained adult. She also 
awarded him PRIDE points because of his display of integrity (a fun incentive program based 

on students’ display of positivity, responsibility, integrity, 
determination, and excellence). The student’s response? 
“It isn’t even about the PRIDE points—I just want to 
make sure my brother does the right thing.” 
 
Thanks to Junior’s quick action, the situation was 
addressed peacefully, allowing his brother and the other 
student to resolve their differences.  
 
This moment was especially heartwarming because 
Junior himself had participated in similar restorative 
conferences with Principal Williams only last year. Now, 
he’s putting what he learned about conflict resolution 
into action, creating positive change on campus. 
 
Your support makes stories like this one 
possible—thank you! 

83 ALUMNI ARE CURRENTLY ATTENDING 31 COLLEGES. 
17 ARE LIVING ON CAMPUS, RECEIVING A 

TRANSFORMATIONAL COLLEGE EDUCATION.
Principal Williams fist bumps Junior, who 

helped his brother do the right thing.

Our facilities engineer’s son helps build a manger for the Christmas program.

And she gave birth to her firstborn, 
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger. —Luke 2:7 (NIV)



Da’Raymond* was dragging his feet with his 
head down, talking back to his teacher. 

His teacher was ready to call his grandma, 
but Mrs. Cross, Yellowstone’s 
front desk manager, said, 
“Let him come see his 
school grandmother,” 
talking about herself. 
Da’Raymond walked into 
the front office.

After hearing how other 
kids were picking on him, 
Mrs. Cross said, “It’s not right 
that they’re treating you 
this way. But by giving in 
to what they want, you’re 
letting them define who 
you are. Remember, the 
only person who gets to 
decide who you are is you.”

Mrs. Cross told Da’Raymond 
about how her grandson 
was named after one of the 
kings in the Bible to remind him of how 
important he is to God. She said, “Here’s what 
I want you to do: stand up straight and lift 

your chin up high. You know who you are!” 
She told him that the next time she saw him, 
she would greet him by saying, “Hello, king!”

The next day, she saw 
Da’Raymond in the hallway 
and said, “Hello, king!” 
Da’Raymond smiled, lifted 
his chin up, and stood a 
little taller. 

What happens at 
Yellowstone Schools is 
more than just academic 
learning—it’s learning to 
recognize your inherent 
dignity and worth, 
knowing you are created in 
the image of God.

Will you help more kids 
like Da’Raymond recognize 
their inherent dignity, 
knowing they are destined 
for greatness? $100 will 
give a child this and more. 

We have 36 friends already giving $100 each 
month to help students like Da’Raymond. 
Will you join them?

*These students’ names have been changed to keep their identities private.

Mrs. Cross talks with student Da’Raymond.

“The Only Person Who Gets 
to Decide Who You Are is You”

We recently had a pipe burst, 
forcing us to temporarily 
cancel school. Be on the 
lookout for ways you 
can help our kiddos stay 
warm this winter!

100
100

F O R

Make a lasting difference
$100 each month helps students like Da’Raymond recognize their 
inherent dignity and receive a life-changing education.

We’re asking 100 supporters to give $100 each month. 
Will you be one of them? 

To give, fill out the insert found in this envelope, scan 
the QR code, or visit www.yellowstoneschools.org/100

Yes! I want to support kids.


