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You are Preparing Students for Excellence!
At Yellowstone, February is a time when we celebrate our Black History Programs, an 
opportunity for students to showcase their talents while recognizing the many contributions 
Black Americans have made to our nation. Through this program, our students reflect on the 
past, celebrate the present, and continue our mission of preparing students for excellence.

By supporting Yellowstone Schools, you are preparing PreK-12th-grade students for 
excellence, laying the foundation for them to determine and pursue their dreams. 

You are helping Kennedy, a ninth grader who has been on the 
honor roll every year since middle school, discover her passion. She 
recently attended a flower-making workshop during one of her 
free periods. After experimenting with the art, she found herself 
loving it—she even exclaimed, “I think I 
found my calling!”

You are showing Eric, a fourth grader, 
that he can live out his dream of 
becoming a filmmaker or a journalist, 
inspired by a third-grade photography 
class. Hear his story from Eric himself 
by scanning the QR code! 

You are making Yellowstone alumni, Jazlin’s, dreams come 
true—she graduated with a degree in social work and has almost 
completed her first year at UT Arlington for her Master’s in 
Social Work to make a difference in 
her community. 

This is only a small preview of how 
much impact you are having on 
students. Thank you for making 
dreams come true!

Kennedy, 9th grade

Eric, 4th grade



Friend,

You are making a world of difference 
for our students. As we near the end of 
the school year, it becomes increasingly 
evident how much impact you are having; 
students are believing in themselves, 100% 
of our juniors are on track to graduate 
high school next year, and 90% of them 
are on track for college admission. 

In the neighborhoods we serve, only 1 
in 10 students pursue college after high 
school—an incredibly disheartening 
statistic, but one that you are changing 

every time you choose to support our 
students. Read on to find out how… 

It makes all the difference when people 
like you believe in our students. Thank you! 
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Did you know there are approximately 989 schools 
in Harris county alone? There are many schools to 
support, but one volunteer, Byron Furseth, tells us 
why he chooses to give his time and resources to 
Yellowstone Schools…

“Students need to be able to read, to do 
arithmetic, to write, to think constructively. 

Students need an environment conducive to 
learning, encouragement to learn, classrooms 
without disruptions from classmates, and 
classrooms with a challenging curriculum and 
demanding teachers. 

Students need to know they have potential 
and that others will provide the tools to reach it. 

Students need to know that they can 
fail, learn from that failure, and, with effort, 
succeed next time. 

Students need to know that they are loved and 
that encouragement is always available at school. 

Students need to know that success is not 
always being a star athlete or entertainer, but 
in being good citizens, good spouses, good 
parents, and good workers. They need to learn 
to treat others as they would like to be treated; 
to be tolerant; to resolve conflicts with words, not 
violence; and to turn to God, family, and friends 
when there is difficulty.

And, for some of our most vulnerable, 
Yellowstone provides that love and understanding, 
discipline, challenge, and direction. The 
community needs more Yellowstones, but while 
there is only one, let us do what we can to make 
this Yellowstone the best it can be.”

—Byron

We couldn’t have said it any better. Thank you, 
Byron, for sharing your gifts, talents, treasures, and 
time with our students. And thank YOU, reader, 
for giving all students and families—regardless of 
financial status—the chance to thrive. 

James Mosley
Superintendent

This Volunteer Shares Why He Chooses Yellowstone

Byron with his two lunch buddies



Maya is a 10th grader who struggled to find the 
motivation to apply herself in her classes, despite 
her teacher’s efforts. However, something began 
to click for her when Mr. Williams offered an 
unusual incentive…

Because of that incentive, Maya has become 
more confident in her math skills, consistently 
leading the class through arithmetic problems, 
and often helping other students with answers 
they are struggling to find. 

This all started when a group of 10th graders was 
debating who the “face of the class” was in Mr. 
Williams’ math class. “Which student represents 
the class to others?” they wondered. Finally, they 
asked Mr. Williams to settle the matter. He didn’t 
choose right away, but this gave him an idea…

After thinking it over, Mr. Williams couldn’t decide 
on just one student. He decided to designate 
students who have demonstrated the strongest 
habits, take ownership of their learning, and show 
leadership in class and around campus. 

He then printed their pictures and posted them 
outside the classroom with the sign, “FACE of 
the class,” where FACE stands for “Focused,” 
“Ambitious,” “Consistent,” and “Exemplary.” 

The results have been incredible. “You’d be 
surprised at how invested the students are,” 
he says. “Students want to be one of the FACE 
members,” and this serves as the perfect 
motivator to put forth their very best in the 
classroom. What’s more, Mr. Williams also rewards 
them at the end of the semester for all of their 
hard work—from his own pocket. 

The reality is, many teachers aren’t able to provide 
incentives on their own, even though incentives 
encourage students to apply their best efforts. 
Will you help motivate students like Maya and let 
them know you believe in them? 
Give to our student incentive fund 
now by scanning the QR code!
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How YOU Allow Students to Put 
Forth Their Best Effort



De’Auri loves to read. She nearly 
always has a book in her hand.

But when it comes to math, it’s a 
different story. 

Before she even walks into her 
fourth-grade math class, you can 
see the fear and apprehension on 
her face. Nearly once a day, she 
cries in class because she believes 
she can’t do math and that it’s too 
hard for her. It’s gotten so bad that 
her mom fears she’ll have to repeat 
fourth grade because of it. 

But her teacher, Mr. Gore, saw the 
potential in De’Auri and believed 
in her, even when she didn’t 
believe in herself. 

“We’re gonna prove that your 
mom’s fears are wrong,” he said to 
De’Auri one day. “Because I know 
you can do it—you just have to start 
trusting that you can.”

And she could! Thanks to Mr. Gore, 
she slowly began to realize he was 
right. She could do it after all, and all 
it took was consistency, hard work, 
and belief in herself.

In only six weeks, she went from 
having a “C” in math class to an 
“A”! Now, when Mr. Gore teaches 
about finding missing angles and 
understanding quadrilaterals, she 
stops thinking, “This is high school 
math; I can’t do this,” and says, 
“Let me try.” Mr. Gore hasn’t seen 
her cry in math class for at 
least three weeks.

Transformations like this 
happen every day at 
Yellowstone Schools, and 
it wouldn’t be possible 
without you. Will you help 
students like De’Auri 
believe in themselves? 
Make a gift today 
by scanning the 
QR code below! 

HELP STUDENTS
BELIEVE IN THEIR POTENTIAL!

To give, fill out the insert found in this 
envelope, scan the QR code, or visit 
www.yellowstoneschools.org/ibelieve

Yes! I want to support kids.

“I know you can do it!”




